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SETTLEMENT AND
'EARLY HISTORY

NONG, WIS.

(By JOSIAH BOND, Jr.)

I have been asked to give a few

built in 1880 and had ca.mped at the,

details of the EEJ.I‘]._Y settlement of the Beaver Dam on Shell Creeli near the

place and in a way start an old set-
tler's meeting which may be contin-
ued from year to year and wmade
“hereafter an annual sorceof pleasurc
to all our people young and old and
young settlers as well as old set-
tlers. It isa little difficult to do
this, as so many of the early scenes
that woald be particularly interest-
ing have faded away in clouded rve-
merobrance while many things that
would not be of any interest what-
ever stand outl in bold reliel; as is

only natural from the varying
moods of hife. and the cver chang-

ing aspect of things in a newand un-

settled country. T am prone to re-
member the three trips 1 made here
‘before I took my claim- and scme  of
the conditions we had to face then
may be of some interest to you.
The first time was in the summer
of 1828, I bad been pretty familiav
with the general surface [eatures of
Douglas county for a few years be-
fore that having been over the
county in different directions and
mostly on foof or by wagon, so-that
I had an opportunity of seeing at
my leisure the various natural ad-

+vantages and had found many beau-

tiful spots, when it was propose.
by my old friend Mr. Robert B. Me-

Lean to come down here and look i

around and see how I liked this.
He had been an engineer on what
wus generally known as the = ““Air

Line’ a railroad that was being:

‘old county road crossing for sev-
eral weeks and had thought well of |
the country. Sce acting an his ad-!
vice I determined to come down'
‘here one july day. The “Omaha’”
road then known as the North Wis-
‘consin Live which was builtasnear-|
ly on the survey of the old "Air
Line’, 2s possible (you can sec the
““Air Line” elearing for rvightof way |
adjoiving the present track) was!
then newly built and when on sche-!
dule time the trains used to ieave,
Superior which was their northern’
‘terminus then, at Go'eloek in the
jmorning and get into St. Paul at 11

jo’clock that night and back  the
inext day on the same time. But

;the morning I came out thetrain had !
not arrived from St. Paul in time to‘
start out and when they did come
in all hands had to get somelaing to!
gat and feed the engine so that it
was nearly 9o'clock when we got
started. It took about three honrs,
and a balf to run the fifty miies, be-'
cause the road was in horribieshape
especially at the porthern end. = In
fact it was so bad just before this|
that a short flat car had run®its fove- |
wheels over a culvert and the cul-,
vert was up on grade having been
putin solidly, while the fill on each
side had settled so that when the
fore wheels of this cav dropped over
the eulvert and the car just ﬂt.ied;‘
iand would not move -;,whcl way and”
the train which stopyned pretty sud




denly had to wait right there until’ were not coming back. Mr. Byron]
ithe erew ballasted up the track a Kimball came down with me on that
foot or so on the rear side of  the trip and he also coucludel to take aE
culvert. Of course the worst places claim, which ae held for many years
had been fixed, but the company had living there steadily for about five
been in such @ hurry to get their yearsaod a half, and which adjoius|
road done in l:ijue to earn the land the village on the south whére Mr.
grant, that in some places no road|Randall now lives. We went over
had been built at all, just the ties|to the land office to file on this land
strung along the ground and rails and we both filed under the home-
strung on them, so that as a matter stead act.
of fact it was the worst piece of On this last trip it was very cold
r:].ill'n:lad ever | traveled over. But and the food we brought with us,
we gol down here at last. The old [roze up soiid, but we managed to,
river tote road crossed the track, ‘make out a lunch, which we needed 5
where the station is now and the|bad enough as we had to wallk from|
place was known as “Frog Creck|Lakeside, and we went up to I.he,i
Tote Road’ and was so entered on|Frog Creek Lower Dam  while we'
the books. So at Frog Creck Tote: were here. There bad been built
Road I got off and after eating {.,in!m'ly that winter by Jim Lane, a
lunch, I went through about two|logger on alarge scale, a log cabin
miles of Jaud oun either side of the at the station, which was now called
track, went up to the little lake “t'i by the name of O'Brien’s warehouse
the head of 8hell Creelk and was and he brought Alexis LaPraie, an
very much pleased with the location. old half breed Indian who bhad sery-|
The next fall I came down to Gordonf ed in the union army duving the
and drove out to Totogatic 1iver war, from Chengwatona to look after
where Gillmove luke enters into it!his supplies. But when we came
and stayed over nmicht with Mr. here that time he was not here and
Partiow Miles who was thinking of we did uot see him: but when we
j makig a settlement there but had came down in the spring he was
Fm:ﬂ; fully made up nis mind to it here and stayed about heve uutil
when I was there and I think did|he died two years ago. The old
nol file on his present claim untiljcabin in which he lived during the.
several years afterward, though his| first few years was torn down after
honse now stands where the old onela while, but the warehouse which
stood and in fact an  enlaveement Dfl gave the place the name it then bore
the o!'d one. This oceasion Tremem- is stili here, but by the looks of it.
ber becavse I had a hunting com-' will net remain much loager, and
panion who shet me through ke aat| probably within a "short time wiil
and spoiled the day for me.  There, be replaced by a  station  building | |
in the winter fl.}"l}“'iltg I came down ! that will Im]p the looks of that cnd:
to look over the land herve to see if| of the village. 5 !
jany one bad taken it and found uul When we came down in  the, i
‘my present claim a small hut which spring there was a side track here! 1

do
DR —
o
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I'found out afterward was builtjand we got our lumber for house
by some hunters that fall, but I!building switched off and unloaﬂed,E
came near to giving up the land, as' but immediately aftevwards  the
I thought someoue eise intended to side track was taken out, and whea |
take it, but just us I was leaving | we brought our furniture and stock |
the place I saw an old Indian, who| down we came to Lakeside in the |
|Lafterwards learned was Otiab, evening and had to wait there all | .
rwhn told me that the fellows who aight, until the morning  freight
i built the hut had gone away and 4} came by, which brought us up her_ei
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! and waited while we

unloaded the

car for whieh we had o wer  thai
night, speclal orders. That time

we brought our lumber was early in
‘the sprivg and there werve nohorvses
in the country, but | borrowed a
yoke of cattle and a4 sled and on a
small Qurry of snow which fell one
nightand went off next noon, 1
brought over the heavy stufl, but all
!I;he siding, shingles and a great
many other things we carricd on
our backs or on a  wneel-bavrrow,
"'whichat times made pretty slow
work of it. The building of our
‘house and the work of getlivy  set-
tled and getting a little hay meadow
lcleaned up on which we eut about
; 20 tons of hay, occupied us all  that
(summer, but 1 remember having
'some fine watermelons that year and
some other good vegetubles. - After
Swe got settled we traveled all over
[the country trying to get acauvaint-
il ed with it. We had three horses,
‘Lwo cows, a colt and several
and such was the sense of loneliness
that fell apon the animals, that when
we hitched up the team and stavted
off anywheve, the other hovse, the
colt, the cows, citives, dog and many
ties the cat would come along as
if afraid to stay at home and it was
{very amusing to see the calvascade
Lwhich on one of the old tote roads
would stretel out o quarter of &
tile and ahenever we would  start
off through the woods,
bhad {o do often te see the countbry,
they would close vight up and  keep
a8 near [‘J‘:_:E'Lhi;l' us  possible. But
this feeling wore off gradually and
by the uext summer it was as hard
to keep them together, as it was
that year to drive themn away. Que
thing I noticed in those early days
was almost the entire absence of
song birds and the usual house and
farm birds. Theie werecrows, jays,
herovs, eagles and such birds ol
rrey, but of the partially domesti.
veated birds, there was vot a one;
all that are here now have come here
/in the wake of the settlers. After

sl es

which we!

taking out the side track as I have
sald it became scmew hat difficult for
ipassengeré to get off here. Some-
{Liswes while we had no trouble our-
selvas to get here, strangers would
be put off at Lakeside, where there
was a long passing track and which
was @ “‘llag station” or at Gordon or
tab the water tank., Itall depended
jon what the conductors had  for
| breaklast.” 1 am afraid they some-
| times forgot their duties as common
rcarviers and put the public to  as
muach inconvenie.ce as  possible.
So far as T was concerned T have al-
ways found the train men of this|
froad obliging and unless th'y had
(their tempers upset by something
{else, courteous also. The lirst fall
"we lived heve, the fall of 1886, Mr.
James Wolile came bere on a huntl-
ting expedition and liked thecountry |
tso well that he decided to move here
{ which he did the next year in Sep-
{tember. Mr. Dave Goodvin had
fixed

' been heve that same fall and
tup a house in which he lived duv-
ing that winter. Mr., Wolle while
up there sutfered severely from a
tooth ache, improvised a blacksmith
ishop, made o pair of forceps a-d
| pulled his tooth with it, which was a
| fair sample of the way things had to
| be done when men had the evit and|
?in,u'{--nui‘._r to do them.,  That winter
was the winter of the "great snow;
Y5 inches of snow fell, It lay in!
Iebruary 40t Zeep on the level, the
1st of April, 18237, the snow was 30
ficnes deep ou the and
still deeper in the woods, aud  did
nob #ll o until dearly the 1st nf;
Oure of the tole teams travel- |
winter:

———— s

oponings

June,
ed a roud by my house all
and T April gol staclk on the top of;
astump 12 inches high over which
they had theiv  teack all the time
withoutl Lknowing it,

C A postoflice was established  here
in the early winter of 1886 by its
present name and all the loggers got
the iv mail here and they kept the
main tote roads open fairly  well,,
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There were: My, Lane logeing upon

iLiLI-]c IProg Creek, just south of
i Where Dick Elder now lives;  Fred
! Pennington at the head of Little

1Moy Toyd and Cavlson between the
two on the north bank of Sink Creck;
Sauntry Pennington and Tozer on
Pokegama Lake and at and negy
Lakeside.
Mr. Squires came in and ran a
shingle mill at Lake Side, employ-
i ing four or five men and of the set-

tlers there was Mr. Goodvin  and
Mr. Wolfe part of the timeand Mr.

Miles who from the fact that he had
family ties at Gordon, never came

here in the early dazs and it was
not ustil we got a town organization’
that he seemed to be one of us,

The ereat quantity of
winter kept every body moreorless
locked upas it was impossible 1o
travel any where but on the roads
used every day or on  sSnow
The weather had been beautiful that
fall and there was no more snow
than in the ordinary yemr up  to
Christimas, the fivst snow caming onl
the 20th of November, but the day
after Christmas it snowed dreadful-
ly and after that to the early part of

{ February it would snow twoorthree

snow  that

shoes,

days then get cold, going  down
! most of the time to 30 to 40 degrees

below zero aud then as soon as it
warmed up to zero weather, com-
mence Lo snow again. February
was as vleasant as coald be with all

been gnown sinece. The alternoon
train after New Years which was
due about thrvee o’clock, only came

rivivg from supper to
time and after the great blizzard on

the 2nd of March, I beheve, we weve

two days without seeing a  train,
| All the logwers in here  dropped
money, but when the snow went

away it made a great driving stage
on ull'the rivers and Mr, Lane put
|a drive of six million feet of wgs out

. Rescrvation.
| yearly visitation and the better

that syow. but :n March again it
snowed such snows as  hdve never|

breakfast !

of Frog Creek without shutting
down @ dam and drove his rear un-
der the rail woad bridge the first |
Sunday in May. Just at the last |
sngw Mr. Goodvin's family arrived
by sled alter a havd trip and settled
wherehe has sinee lived., In  the!
spring Mr. Wolle weut baek and:
came in the early fall «with Lis fam-

ily and settled down on his present

place. Shcrtly after Johnny Goa)d-

vin brought up his wife and went to’

work buifding bimsell o hoseon the

forty ‘where Achitonio now lives.
That summer was warm and noted |
for the beautiful crops of all sorts Gf!
Lerries, not since equnlled and there

were at times as many as a
hundred Indians  here picking
blueberries. Of these old man Otiah

who died three years atterward and
Chicaug lived here  permanently
while the rest of them came from the
These Indians were a
the
crop the more numerously  they
came. Owing to the poor crop late-
ly, they have fallen off greatly and
the time will sopon come when we,
shall see no move of them. b

That fall of 1887 Lan  Severns’
came up and looked over thecountry .
pickad him out a elaim and brought
Dis family up the next spring

The next spring I was up in Su- |
perior one day when I met Judge]
Clough and he urged me to go down |

in the spring election and vote for
Judge. Tnis was just before the|
spring election antd  we knew  no-|

to get the!
so  after .
Kimball and I:

vody we could write to
inlormation we wanted,

talking it over, M.

in twice by day light until the m! id-| started off to :md our polling piace
dle of Mavch, the vest of the timear-|

ou the night before  election. We !
had somehow the idea that  we,
should vote at Spooner, so  wenf!

down there on the night train and !
found about half the town out and!
engaged in a spivited fight for town |
officers 1n what was called the town!
of Bashaw which included  both |
Shell Lake and Spoonev in fact the !
whole south half of the country.
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| The novth half formed the Town of
Veazie and we belonged in that., All
this we found oul afterward, be-
cause thet night everybody we ask-
ed either did not know or
thought we were cuying tnem and
1 would not rive us any aid ot all.
"Apd it was by the moevest

‘that I ran across a railroad man 1

' bad known who interoduced me tu!
Gev, Tozer, who gave ine the iufor-lel when we turned him out
mation we wanted ab least as lu.:
we,
caught a special in the early morn-

where we should vote. So

ing and got to Mills then known as
Stperior Junction. From there we
walled to the town house about a
mile away near the dam on the Nam-
ekagon riyver. Here we voted.
There was a hot fight that spring
between Judge R. D. Marshall and
Judge Wm. P. Swilt for the ecircuit
j bench, and a rather tame town elec-|
i'tion, the only fight being over the
ferection of a bridge to be put over
ithe Namekagon, which was quite
;8pirited for the moment.
! One of our greatest d'fliculties in
lthe early days was the lack of fresh
meat. Everybody had tried e keep
a little ov handbut it was a hard
{thing to do, as we had no conven-
(iences and while wegot along  wel!
enough in the winter when we
could freeze the side of a cow ov piy
in the bot summers with nwo ice it
could not pe decne. But at  that
jtime the rail road right of way was
not fenced and a stray ox o more
would get killed by the cars. The
first year there was a whole drove
run down by a [reight near Shell
Creek and if I remember rightly six
of them were killed. And then the
deer would run on ihe track and get
killed or bhunt, (it was against the
Hdaw to kill them in the  sommer).
They were attracted there by the
{dry sand and the fittle breeze in the
lelearing, so that we could get one
toften to prevent us [rom going meat
bungry and a good many of the deer
when injured must bave run right

eIse;

chanee !

off up the tote rcad for Inever heard
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‘of Wolf or Goodvin going without a !

decent supply of Svenison in «those |
carly days. The spring of thegreat

snow we caught a very large buck |-

hung over a dewn pine a rod or two |
frosa the road and almost dead. By :
hard work we put him in our sled
box, broaght him down to the barn
and wept him until the snow had
partly gone and he was able to trav-
He us-
ed to come and feed on the refuse
aroand the barn {or two summers
but alter that he came no move, was
probably killed.  Several of us tried
to bring un fawns of which many)
were found in the spring, but it was
a good deal of carve and they would
generally get so tanfeas to be  a
nuisance, and geb killed by  some
stranger on account of their very
tameness. I had one once that
got in the habit of goivg to all the|
neighbors for a picee of bread or pe-!
tato and it would vun rvight inte the
house il a door was open and if mnot
would stand on the step and cry ub-
til somebody let it in and to get it]
out of the houseit was often neces-
cary to take a stlick to it. This was
a great deer country in those days
and it was quite a feat to raise a
crop of cabbages of which they are
inordinately fond. on account of!
eating in the pateh every nightafter!
they discovered it. Theylikesweet !
corn too, and wonld come in  my|
corn by the dozens and you could|
hear them snort and play at‘oundi
any clear night. Tt would hm-'u:
been very easy te have slaughter-
ed them if one had becn s0 minded. |
The second fourth of July, 1838
was spent in a picnic at Frog Creek !
at D. R. Goodvin’s house and  while'
the gathering was small it was  en-
thusastie. : i
That Fall several Indian families!
came in and weendeavored to et a'
school for them. Got a cchool  dist-
rict set off, but the board would not
establish a schoo! for Indian child-
ren and we got nore that year.
That-fall Mr. Louis

Desroisers -




came up and finding a claim o suit
him, filed and brought up his fam-
ily in the year tollowing. Mr. Hop-

kins moved in the same summer,
put up a small mill on Shell  Creek
near Matt Dimmick’s house ind

sawed out several hundred thousand |
' feet of pine which was all used in :
The next }'l;l;u-f
1889, with the coming of Devosier’'s |

i the neighborhood.
family, we had quite a neighborhood
‘and on the 4th webad a dance in
‘myv buin which was just finished.
Phere were present all  hands
amounting, if I remewber to 17 of
the seltlers and three or  four
strangers. One of these strangers
‘drove tnrough MeKenzie settlement
{on his was down and told Mr, Mer-
edith who was livieg there  then
that ““this was the geeatest counlry
the ever saw; the seltlers would take
!an ox team and dvive G0 milesto a
‘dance, being out on the road over
'night each day.” And this he said
'had happened at Minong while. hé
‘was driving ibroagh. This was
Imanifestly an exaggeration, bunt it!
reannot be denied that there is noth-
ing to prevent it, our people did
(like to congregale at a dance, which

here with the section house the
next year. That summer the first
public money was spent on  road
work, and a road was made between
here and Lakeside where we had to:

wo for all freight., It never was an
extra good road. The next fallanew

school house was built at  Frog
Creele where it still stands.

In the vear 1891 therve was a large
number ¢f new scttlers among those
who took land being Jno. Detwiler,
Geo. Thompson, Ernie  Crocker,
Joseph Davis, Hans Skinvik, Olal
Heminway, Fred Richsrt and Frank
Hunter, "Thompson, Crocker and
Hunter arevone. The vest arehere
yet. Charlic Gardner and Hunter
put in cedar that winter and the
next summer came Peler Nichols
and Aibert Swall who ave now here

and Chas. Bradford and Pat DMe-
Dunough who haye gone away.

This year we also got sur sidetvack

put in and the scction house was
moved here or rather the Co. gave
their foreman permission to build
his own house heve, Mr. ~ Gus.

Nordholm who will probably be a
fixture. Among those who liled on
laud in 1902 were: Walter Crocker,

Hin my mind has alwags been a 004 frugh Detwiler and Delano Heath,
sign too.  The same fall we badf w5 hrought fleas here and ‘who
. Spct §i T R .

school fox the first time with ..13:_ has been always detested heresince;
1:1(-‘3.]19;’“‘1”'3]05 .S”l“ﬂ{ Rﬂ'?‘—:“ ‘;‘q 1"‘}”’“? Ed. Goody.n. Frank Detwiler, Rich-
er,and we have had schoo 1T qr¢d Elder, Sam Peaks and Edward
ever since. Among oul teautfmsi Bunnell. In thisvear came Frank
was Miss Nellie Niles who s pypent, Thomas Clement, Alex.
since accepted a better aud  moTe Fuap and numerous others who did
!Ir.(: ma:t;nt p’?;?”m”’ and who w :llg rot take land, also K. Lewis, S.,P.

rust be with us many years. T : . thur r
Pay. H. H. Meredith, Avthur Fran-

The next spring, 1890, and sum-| . ) ' .
rer o numbe ofmf _I_’ i ¢is and Ben Pavent. There had set~

mer T amilies move .

: led in the far eastern part of the
here—Mrs. Hulten and Jno. In'mt=::ﬂc:_“ even before this 3'?;:«]}11 Joseph
who kept a stopping place a uumber, ) . : '

" - B. W. Johnson aud Troed Munson,
of years, both of whom have now . ' :

Y™ who did not come Lere until 1896
vone to that new country from w}uc]'_! !}0 " . . : y
:hemis o veturn: the Severnsb S‘iﬂmng their business in Hayward.
e is no return; the Severnsboy . : :
- 3w enced an agita-
who went up again that year- Chas.! . Lo 1893 wo comme! A -2
- u tion for a town.hip government

Kallener who worked on thesection.
Th el. 1 ol kef Ou : SLE he | QuT-UwR and for the purpose of help-
1e seclion house was then at thels, . jt oo, several team loads of men

20th mile this side of the tank ol i vay bunners went down  to
| Douglas county, and who  moved '
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‘Spooner to vote at a special election L e
and make ourselves known which, :
led to our getting the new town in
| toperation in the spring of 1894, at
fwhich point I will leave it for some-
- one else to take up hereafter.

Pioneering is in many respects is
(the most delightful workin the world
| while in many respecls it is full of
- ' |privations and sulfering endurance, ;
' - land if any of the newer settlers feel |
' prone to complain of the eonditions,.
'they shoula beay in mind that those

- {of us who eame fivst had to wait four-

| - years for our first road work, five:
‘ and six years for our schools. and
eight years for the right to govern |
ourselves. Such things came slow- ' I
ly, but they came jost as surely and -
the time will ‘be when the grey-
haired old settlers will sit dowu in
peace and comfort and relate  to : i
| their grand childven the bard ex- i
[ periences of thrse early days, which I
‘ [will then 1 suppose seem almost im-.
: possible, together with brighter
and sometines comical ones.  All
! |these together would fill & bool or
- |two or three boolis, and T have ouly
drawn an outline of the years which

{ will always remain with me as o
cherished remembrance, and with !
‘good new men coming in to join |
‘those already here, (and they make
jthe best neighbors I know asy-
-where) there is nothing to prevens
;our growing up into a  prosperout
‘and respected community.

.
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